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The Flag

Read these paragraphs. A word is missing in some

sentences. To the right of each blank, there are four

words. Circle the best word for the blank.

The flag of the United States has stars and stripes.

This flag stands for the government of the United States. In

the United States, Americans hang the flag out-

side of public buildings. They also hang this flag inside

courts and other government buildings. People can see

the American flag in these places. Then they know that

people from the government work in these places.

The American flag has 13 red and white stripes.

These stand for the 13 colonies that joined to form the

United States. The flag also has 50 . These stand

for the 50 states in the United States today.

Americans hang the flag in different places. They

hang it outside schools, homes, and stores. In this way,

Americans show that they are proud of their .

They even stand and salute the flag before each base-

ball game. In this way, Americans also show that they are

loyal to their country.

In many other countries, Americans hang  the

American flag outside special buildings. The government

of the United States has workers in many other countries.

These workers help Americans when they are in those

countries. People can see the American flag outside

these buildings. That way, they know that workers from

the American work in these buildings.4

3

2

1

1

This American flag is hanging
outside of a building of the federal
government.

1
a. American b. Italian

c. Haitian d. English

2
a. buildings b. colors

c. stars d. squares

3
a. school b. home

c. store d. country

4
a. flag b. government

c. baseball game d. building



Government and the Law

Read chapter 1 in book 1. Then answer these questions.

1. Why do people need rules?______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name at least two groups that you are part of. ___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What kind of government does the United States have?___________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How do the American people take part in their government? _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What do representatives in the government do?__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How can people in the United States change their government? __________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why does a government make laws? ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. In the American system of government, who makes the laws?_____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What does the government do to lawbreakers? __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Three Levels of Government

Read chapter 2 in book 1. Then read these sentences.

Write the letter F next to each sentence about the federal government.

Write the letter S next to each sentence about state government.

Write the letter L next to each sentence about local government.

Some sentences are about more than one level of government. Write each letter that fits a sentence next

to that sentence.

example: If a sentence is about federal and state governments, write “F S” on the line next to that

sentence.

1. __________ It has the most power.

2. __________ It helps state governments work together.

3. __________ It has a constitution.

4. __________ It makes laws about marriage.

5. __________ It can be the government of a town, city, or county.

6. __________ It makes the laws for all the people in the United States.

7. __________ People have to obey its laws.

8. __________ It cannot make laws against a federal law.

9. __________ It only gives services to people in a small area.

10. __________ It makes laws about drivers.

11. __________ Its services protect people.

12. __________ I has to obey state laws.

13. __________ It is the largest government.

14. __________ It may work with states to give the same service.

15. __________ It works with the federal government to build interstate highways.

16. __________It gives services to people in different local areas.

17. __________ It deals with the governments of other countries.
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Levels of Government

Read these paragraphs. A word is missing in some

sentences. To the right of each blank, there are four

words. Circle the best word for the blank.

The three levels of American government are the

federal, state, and local governments. The federal

government is the biggest and most powerful level. The

state governments are not as large as the federal

government. They do not have as much power as the

government. The local governments are the

smallest governments. They have the least amount of

power.

Each level of government gives certain services to

people. Each level has to make laws about each of these

services. Sometimes, one level gives services by itself. At

other times, two levels give the same . When

two levels of government give the same kind of service,

the lower level has to obey the laws of the higher level. All

three of government may give the same

service. Then a local government has to obey state and

federal laws about the service. A state government has to

obey the federal laws about this service.

Each level of government may run certain hospitals.

It pays for these hospitals. These hospitals are public hos-

pitals. These hospitals are a service of the government.

3

2

1

4

1
a. city or town b. federal

c. county d. state

2
a. money b. law

c. services d. power

3
a. areas b. levels

c. powers d. services

This person is getting services from
a doctor in a Veterans’ Hospital.



Companies also run hospitals in the United States. These

hospitals are private hospitals. They are that

private companies have for the people. Each level of

government may make laws about hospitals in their area.

Public and private hospitals have to obey these laws.

The federal government runs some hospitals for

veterans. Veterans are people who were once part of the

armed forces. Veterans’ hospitals are for these people.

Doctors take care of veterans in these hospitals. The

veterans do not have to pay for the services in these

hospitals. These services are paid for by the .

The federal government does not run many other

hospitals. It does make laws about public and private

hospitals. All hospitals in the United States have to obey

these laws. Some federal laws for hospitals are

about money for certain services in hospitals. If hospitals

obey these laws, the federal government gives them

money for these services. Public and private hospitals can

get this federal money.

A state government may run state hospitals. It

makes laws about public and private in the

state. All hospitals in the state have to obey these state

laws as well as certain federal laws. Many state laws are

about money for certain services in hospitals. If public and

private hospitals obey these state laws, the state govern-

ment pays them for these services.

Local governments may also run their own

hospitals. Counties and large cities usually have

hospitals. Small cities and towns may run smaller hospitals.

They also make laws about the public and private

hospitals in their areas. These hospitals have to obey local,

state, and federal laws about hospitals.

4

6

5

8

7

5

4
a. services b. governments

c. laws d. powers

5
a. armed services b. local government

c. state d. federal
government government

6
a. federal b. private

c. local d. state

7
a. governments b. hospitals

c. buildings d. doctors

8
a. private b. federal

c. veterans d. public



Checks and Balances

Read these paragraphs and the chart. Then answer the following questions.

Here is a chart about the three branches of the federal government.

The chart shows some of the checks and balances between the branches.

The chart shows some of the jobs of each branch. The chart also shows how

each branch can check the power of the other branches.
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Look at the triangles and arrows on the chart. Each triangle has the

name of one branch of the federal government. Arrows from each triangle

show some of the powers of the branch.

Find the triangle for the executive branch of the federal government.

The arrows from this triangle show some of the powers of this branch. The

executive branch can appoint judges to the judicial branch. This power is

shown by an arrow pointing from the executive to the judicial branch. The

arrow says, “appoints judges.” This is a power the executive branch has over

the judicial branch.

Some from one branch meet other arrows from another branch. This

shows a balance between the branches. Find the legislative branch. One

arrow from the legislative branch to the executive branch is about making

laws. It meets an arrow from the executive branch about signing and

vetoing laws. The arrow from the executive branch shows that the executive

can sign bills from Congress, or veto them. This shows how the two branches

balance each others’ power.

The legislative branch arrow about impeaching the president does not

meet an arrow from the executive branch. This shows a power of the

legislative branch over the executive.

1. What is one power of the executive branch? _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What power does the legislative branch have over the judicial branch?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Look at the chart. How does the legislative branch check the power of the President to veto a bill?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is a power of the judicial branch? __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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