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Go, Team, Go!

A race car zooms into the pit.
The pit crew moves in.
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Engines roar. Tires squeal. The driver
zips into the pit. The clock is ticking!
Jack the car up! Change the tires!
Check the air flow! Fix it! Switch it!
A bad car part? Put in a new one!
In a flash, the car is back on the track!

Each person on the pit
crew has a job to do, fast!
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Think of team sports. Is car racing
on your list? It should be. Winning a
race takes more than a skilled driver.
It takes more than a fast car. It takes
a trained team, working at top speed.
The team is called the pit crew.
Each car has a pit crew. There are 20
people on a pit crew. Each one has a job
to do. There are three people on each
wheel. They can change all four tires
in three seconds.
Two people run the jacks. Six more
work on the body. One controls the pit
light. The pit light tells the driver when
to go back on the track.
Drivers make one or two pit stops
in a race. They stop when they need
new tires.
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People at both ends of
the car work the jacks.
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How the
Sport Started

This car raced from Paris, France,
to Madrid, Spain, in 1903.
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Car racing started almost as soon as
there were cars. The first cars went
on the road in the 1880s. In 1894, 21
drivers raced in France. They went 78
miles on a main road.
The top speed was 10½ miles an hour.
A farm tractor came in first. Even so,
the tractor didn’t win the grand prize.
It wasn’t a car!

This is a French farm
tractor from around the
time of the 1894 race.
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By 1901, cars could race at 50 miles
an hour. That seemed very fast!
But speeding from town to town
was not very safe. It was not safe to
drive on the roads. It was not safe to
watch. Drivers and fans both got hurt.
Soon, car races moved from the road to
the track.

Races were held on tracks, not roads,
by the time of this 1932 race in Italy.
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This is a Formula One, or F1, race car. There
are about 21 F1 races worldwide each year.

Today there are races for all types of
cars. All the cars in a race are the same
type, or class. Cars in each class are
made using the same rules.
The set of rules is called a formula
(FOR-myoo-luh). The highest class of
race car is Formula One. It is called F1
for short.
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