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Introduction

What Is Differentiation? 
Over the past few years, classrooms have evolved into diverse pools of learners.  
Gifted students, English language learners, special needs students, high achievers, 
underachievers, and average students all come together to learn from one teacher.  
The teacher is expected to meet their diverse needs in one classroom.  It brings back 
memories of the one-room schoolhouse during early American history.  Not too long 
ago, lessons were designed to be one size fits all.  It was thought that students in the 
same grade level learned in similar ways.  Today, we know that viewpoint to be faulty.  
Students have differing learning styles, come from different cultures, experience a 
variety of emotions, and have varied interests.  For each subject, they also differ in 
academic readiness.  At times, the challenges teachers face can be overwhelming 
as they struggle to figure out how to create learning environments that address the 
differences they find in their students.

What is differentiation?  Carol Ann Tomlinson at the University of Virginia says, 
“Differentiation is simply a teacher attending to the learning needs of a particular 
student or small group of students, rather than teaching a class as though all individuals 
in it were basically alike” (2000).  Differentiation can be carried out by any teacher 
who keeps the learners at the forefront of his or her instruction.  The effective 
teacher asks, “What am I going to do to shape instruction to meet the needs of all my 
learners?”  One method or methodology will not reach all students. 

Differentiation encompasses what is taught, how it is taught, and the products students 
create to show what they have learned.  When differentiating curriculum, teachers 
become the organizers of learning opportunities within the classroom environment.  
These categories are often referred to as content, process, and product.

 • Content: Differentiating the content means to put more depth into the 
curriculum through organizing the curriculum concepts and structure of 
knowledge.  

 • Process: Differentiating the process requires the use of varied instructional 
techniques and materials to enhance the learning of students.  

 • Product: When products are differentiated, cognitive development and the 
students’ abilities to express themselves improve. 

Teachers should differentiate content, process, and product according to students’ 
characteristics.  These characteristics include students’ readiness, learning styles,  
and interests.  

 • Readiness: If learning experiences align closely with students’ previous skills 
and understanding of topics, they will learn better.  

 • Learning styles: Teachers should create assignments that allow students to 
complete work according to their personal preferences and styles. 

 • Interests: If a topic sparks excitement in the learners, then students will 
become involved in learning and better remember what is taught.
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Introduction

How to Differentiate Using  
This Product

The leveled texts in this series help teachers differentiate social studies content for their 
students.  Each book has 15 topics, and each topic has a text written at four different 
reading levels.  (See page 19 for more information.)  These texts are written at a variety 
of reading levels, but all the levels remain strong in presenting the social studies 
content and vocabulary.  Teachers can focus on the same content standard or objective 
for the whole class, but individual students can access the content at their instructional 
levels rather than at their frustration levels.  

Determining your students’ instructional reading levels is the first step in the process.  
It is important to assess their reading abilities often so they do not get tracked into 
one level.  Below are suggested ways to use this resource as well as other resources to 
determine students’ reading levels.

 • Running records: While your class is doing independent work, pull your  
below-grade-level students aside, one at a time.  Individually have them read 
aloud the lowest level of a text (the star level) as you record any errors they 
make on your own copy of the text.  If students read accurately and fluently 
and comprehend the material, move them up to the next level and repeat the 
process.  Following the reading, ask comprehension questions to assess their 
understanding of the material.  Assess their accuracy and fluency, mark the 
words they say incorrectly, and listen for fluent reading.  Use your judgment to 
determine whether students seem frustrated as they read.  As a general guideline, 
students reading below 90% accuracy are likely to feel frustrated as they read.  
There are also a variety of published reading assessment tools that can be used to 
assess students’ reading levels with the running record format.

 • Refer to other resources: Other ways to determine instructional reading levels 
are to check your students’ Individualized Education Plans, ask the school’s 
resource teachers, or review test scores.  All of these resources should be able to 
give you the further information you need to determine at which reading level to 
place a student.  

Teachers can also use the texts in this series to scaffold the content for their students.  
At the beginning of the year, students at the lowest reading levels may need focused 
teacher guidance.  As the year progresses, teachers can begin giving students 
multiple levels of the same text to allow them to work independently to improve their 
comprehension.  This means each student would have a copy of the text at his or 
her independent reading level and instructional reading level.  As students read the 
instructional-level texts, they can use the lower texts to better understand the difficult 
vocabulary.  By scaffolding the content in this way, teachers can support students as 
they move up through the reading levels.  This will encourage students to work with 
texts that are closer to the grade level at which they will be tested.
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The Industrial Revolution  
In the 1700s, a great change 

began.  The change started in Great 
Britain.  People stopped making things 
by hand.  Machines made things.  
Factories were built.  Banks opened.  
It was the Industrial Revolution (in-
DUHS-tree-uhl rev-uh-LOO-shuhn).  
Making things by machine changed 
the world.  

In America, steel was like gold.  
Why?  Steel can be made into almost 
anything.  Machines and ships are 
made of steel.  So are bridges and 
railroad tracks.  Trains move across 
land on steel.  The railroads made 
it easy to move goods.  Canals, or 
waterways, let boats move things, too.  

Machines changed the textile (TEKS-tile), or cloth, business.  Before this, people 
had spun thread.  They used the thread to weave cloth.  Then they made clothes.   
They did all this by hand.  They did it in their homes.  Now, machines did these jobs.  
The machines made things faster.  More goods were made.  The nation’s economy  
(ih-KAWN-uh-mee) grew.  The economy is based on the amount of goods and services 
a country makes.  The more goods made, the more the economy grew.  Businesses 
could charge less money for their goods.  So, more people could buy more things.  
People in other nations bought the things, too. 

Take Me to the Bank! 
Banks brought together people who save money 

and industrialists (in-DUHS-tree-uhl-istz).  These men 
owned companies.  People put their cash in banks.  
The banks paid them interest.  So, savers got money 
for putting their cash in the bank.  They earned one 
percent (1%).  The banks lent out the cash.  A man 
could use it to start or add to his business.  Later, he 
had to pay back the bank.  He gave back the cash.  
And he paid three percent (3%) interest.  So, the banks 
made money.  How?  They got more money back than 
they paid out in interest.  Banking helped the banks, 
the savers, and the business owners.

To get cash, or capital, some companies sold stocks.  Stocks are part 
ownership in a company.  Let’s say a person gave cash to a business owner for 
some stock.  Then, he owned a small part of the business.  That meant that he 
would get a little of the profits.  Profits are the money made by the business.
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Trust Busting
A few companies wanted to run everything.  First, a company bought 

up the other companies in its business.  Then, it made trusts.  A trust is 
when one company runs everything.  So, in 1890, the Sherman Antitrust 
Act was made a law.  It said there could be no trusts.  It said there could 
be no monopolies (muh-NAWP-uh-leez) either.  A monopoly is when one 
company is in charge of all of an industry.  

Labor Unions 
Business owners gave workers 

low pay.  They made them work long 
hours.  The people worked in dirty 
and unsafe places.  So the workers 
started labor unions.  Workers in a 
labor union stood together.  They 
asked for what they needed.  If the 
owner did not listen, they went on 
strike.  If all the workers went on strike, 
the business could not run.  

In 1827, Philadelphia builders 
worked 12 hours a day.  It was too 
much.  They went on strike.  Other 
workers did, too.  It worked!  Unions  
got a 10-hour workday for workers.  

Muckrakers Check Out  
Big Businesses

Muckrakers were writers.  They 
looked into businesses.  They wrote 
about what they found.  One writer was 
Upton Sinclair.  He wrote about meat-packing plants.  There, people turned 
cows and pigs into food.  They worked in bad settings.  A grinder chopped up 
a man’s finger.  His flesh went into the meat.  It was sent out for people to eat!  
Mr. Sinclair let people know this.  People thought about how workers should be 
treated.  Labor unions grew stronger.  New laws passed.  Things got better for 
workers.  

Comprehension Question
How did machines change the textile business?
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Men of the Industrial  
Revolution 

During the Industrial Revolution (in-DUHS-tree-uhl rev-uh-LOO-shuhn), inventors 
made up new things.  Then, businesses made a lot of each invention.  Bankers lent cash 
to companies.  Companies grew bigger.  The three largest American businesses sold 
steel, oil, and cars.  

A Man of Steel
In 1847, Andrew Carnegie 

was 12 years old.  He came 
to the United States from 
Scotland.  When he was 17, 
a railroad executive (ig-ZEK-
yuh-tiv) chose him to work for 
him.  This man helped to run 
the Pennsylvania Railroad.  He 
made brave choices.  He chose 
Andrew Carnegie to help him in 
the railroad business.  Carnegie 
learned to act fast.  He made 
bold choices.

Andrew Carnegie left the railroad.  He opened a big steel mill.  He was wise.  His 
steel mill company grew and grew.  His business grew even when other steel mills did 
not do well.  Andrew Carnegie bought more steel mills.  He retired in 1901.  He sold the 
Carnegie Steel Company.  It sold for $480 million.  

An Oil Tycoon
In 1839, John D. Rockefeller was born 

in New York.  As a child, he worked for a 
farmer.  He got 35 cents a day.  When he 
was 10, John Rockefeller had $50.  He lent 
his cash to a man.  The man paid it back.  
He paid it back with interest.  This means 
he paid extra money.  The man gave back 
more cash than he had borrowed.  John 
Rockefeller was glad.  Rockefeller knew that 
he would go into business someday.  

By the age of 22, John Rockefeller had 
saved a lot of cash.  He used the money 
to help to build an oil company.  The oil 
company drilled oil wells.  It had a 
refinery.  The refinery made the oil  
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ready for use.  Because it was near water and the railroad, it was easy to 
move the oil.  Three years passed.  John Rockefeller bought his partners’ 
stock.  Then, he owned the whole company.  

Later, John Rockefeller and some new partners started a new business.  
It was Standard Oil Company.  It was the world’s biggest refinery.  It saved 
time and money.  So, the cost of refining, or preparing, oil dropped.  John 
Rockefeller bought oil fields, oil tank cars, and oil pipelines.  He was one of 
the richest men of his time.

Born to Be a Banker
J. P. Morgan was born in 1837.  His dad was a banker.  When Morgan 

grew up, he worked for his dad.  Soon, he knew all about banking.  He started 
his own bank in 1862.  J. P. Morgan knew which businesses would grow.  He 
made sure he lent them money.  People in Europe trusted him.  They gave 
Morgan cash to spend to make the companies bigger.  He used it to build U.S. 
businesses.  The people who gave him cash earned profits and became richer.

Mr. Morgan became a financier (fih-nan-SUHR) for big companies.  That 
means he loaned these companies money.  At one time, he controlled banks and 
railroads.  He was in charge of insurance companies and shipping lines.  He was 
powerful.  Some people thought that  
J. P. Morgan would take over the nation.  

The Assembly Line Is Born
Henry Ford was born in Michigan 

in 1863.  At age 16, Ford took a job at 
a machine shop.  Then, he worked for 
a big shipbuilder.  He learned all about 
motors.  In 1903, Ford and two partners 
formed Ford Motor Company.  They 
made cars.  But the cars cost a lot.  Only 
the rich could buy them.  In 1908, Ford 
made the Model T.  It cost less than other 
cars.  More than 10,000 sold in the first 
year.  The company could not make cars 
fast enough!  

Then, Henry Ford had an idea.  He 
invented the assembly line.  Men stood 
along a conveyor (kuhn-VAY-uhr) 
belt.  The belt moved slowly.  On the 
conveyor belt was an engine.  As the 
engine went past, each worker added 
parts to it.  Things sped up.  The cost 
to make a car went down.  So, Ford 

cut the price.  Soon, most people 
could buy a car!

Comprehension Question
What is a financier?
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European Immigration 
Some people in Europe were living in crowded cities.  They were hungry and poor.  
They could not find jobs.  Some people had trouble because of their religions.  
Wars took lives and land.  This was the case in Europe in the late 1800s and early 
1900s.  So, millions of people left Europe in the late 1800s and early 1900s.  They 

migrated, or moved, to the United States.  Many people sold all they owned 
and bought ship tickets.  

An immigrant (IM-muh-gruhnt) is a person who moves to a new land.  
About 27 million immigrants came to America between 1870 and 1916.  Each 

one hoped to have a better life.  Some of them did.  Others did not. 

Entering Ellis Island
The immigrants came on ships.  They went to Ellis Island.  Ellis Island is in 

New York Harbor.  People went into the station.  They had to pass health tests.  
Doctors said no to some of them.  Those who were ill or insane could not stay.  
Neither could those who had spent time in jail.

About two percent (2%) of the people were excluded (ek-SKLOOD-uhd).  
This meant that they could not stay.  They had to get on ships.  They had to 

go back.  If it was a child, one parent had to go, too.  So, some families 
split up.  They sometimes never saw one another again.

 
Abusing Immigrant 
Workers

Starting a new life was 
hard.  Most immigrants 
lived in tenements (TEN-
uh-muhnts).  These were 
run-down buildings.  They 
lacked fresh air and sunlight.  
Landlords owned them.  
They charged rent.  Up to 32 
families were crammed into 
one building.  

Finding work was easy.  
But the pay was poor.  The 
working conditions were 
bad.  Factory owners set up 
sweatshops.  These buildings had no windows.  Workers could not speak.  They could 
not use the bathroom.  The workers did not get breaks.  Most of the workers were 
women and children.  They needed the jobs.  If they did not work, they had no money.  
Then they could not eat.
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Sweatshop owners exploited (eks-PLOIT-uhd) immigrants.  They treated 
them badly.  They paid male immigrants less than other workers.  Females 
got even less.  Needlework and cigar-making companies hired lots of 
immigrants.  

Some families worked in their 
apartments.  Even small children 
worked.  They did piecework for 
pennies.  Piecework was stitching 
seams.  It was sewing small things 
together.  The people were paid for 
each piece.  They worked all the time.  
They worked seven days a week.   
Yet, they made just enough money  
to live.

The Working Child
Lots of immigrant children worked 

in bad places.  They worked in 
sweatshops, coal mines, and textile 
(TEKS-tile) mills.  They had no time 
for school.  So, they had no hope of 
getting out of these places. 

Textile mills made cloth.  Knitting 
machines and cloth looms were not 
safe.  Yet, children worked these 
machines.  If they got sleepy or could 
not move fast enough, they were hurt 
or killed.  But the textile mill owners 
did not care!  There were lots of other 
children to take their places.  

Then, Lewis Hine took photos.  He sent them to newspapers.  His photos showed 
children in bad conditions and awful places.  People were shocked.  They urged 
leaders to end child labor. 

A Mix of Cultures
America is a mix of cultures.  No  

place else on Earth has had so many  
immigrants.  They brought their ideas 
with them.  Each group added to the 
country in its own way. Comprehension Question

Why did some people leave their homelands?
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